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A Search for an Original Government Corner
Oregon was originally surveyed using the Public Land Survey System, a system to divide land in the United States. The General Land Office, (GLO)
of the U.S. Government was responsible to complete this task. Original GLO surveys in Oregon date back to the 1850’s. Often we are tasked with
recovering these original monuments commonly from the late 1800’s or early 1900’s.
The GLO surveyor would set a survey monument at the corner position, most commonly a stone or a wood stake. Typically they would also set
accessories to this corner to make it easier to recover in the future. These accessories could be stones, stakes, trees or pits in the ground.
Often times we are tasked with finding or searching for an original government corner that hasn’t been recovered previously. For a land surveyor,
looking for one of these corners can be a really exciting experience - more like a treasure hunt than actual work. However, this often involves a lot of
searching and digging to ultimately come up empty-handed. As time goes by, the chances of finding an original corner becomes less likely as the
monuments themselves, and the accessories to them, erode and rot away.
A recent survey project on the Oregon Coast reminded us that the importance of thorough research, particularly when dealing with older surveys,
cannot be overstated. This survey gave us the opportunity to search for an original corner set in 1871.
A local surveyor had set a new monument marking this 1/16th corner in 2006. At first glance, and
assuming the typical method of subdividing a section, there appeared to be no issue with using this
surveyor’s previous work and holding his monument. However, during our research into the GLO
surveys of this township we discovered that this was not a typical section. Usually, 1/16th corners
were not set by the GLO. However, this particular section had originally been surveyed as 20-acre
Government Lots as directed by the Department of Indian Affairs. As a result, this corner had been
set in 1872. Apparently, the local surveyor had either been unsuccessful in finding it or, more likely,
its existence had been overlooked.
The first step when working with GLO surveys is to research the notes of the original surveyor. An
important principle of resurveying in the Public Land Survey System (PLSS) is to retrace the steps of
the original surveyor. Part of the reasoning behind this is that, while many sections were completed
using standard practices, alternate methods were also used due to field conditions or the purpose of the
survey. These other methods are often found when dealing with lands that are, or were, Indian land.
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This particular corner had been monumented with a stone. Unfortunately, no accessories were
marked for it and it was located in swampy marsh lands. Fortunately, we saw no reason for it to
have been destroyed by development, so it was just a matter of going out there and finding it.
Believing that you can find it is one of the most important parts of the process!
The county had recovered a similar original monument 660 feet to the East and this, coupled with
some fence remnants we recovered to the North and South of the corner, helped us come up with a
search area. We calculated 4 search points and began probing for stones. After some time, we felt a
distinctive tap on something that felt solid. We dug approximately 2 feet down and found a stone
along with two relatively well-preserved, sharpened cedar stakes alongside it. After cleaning the
stone, a clear “XVI” (for 1/16th corner) was seen scribed into the rock. These marks are consistent
with other original survey stones found in the area. The corner’s position agreed extremely well
with an existing monument to the east, lying within 0.5 foot of the original measurement. Confident
that we recovered this original monument, we perpetuated it by setting a new iron rod and burying
the stone alongside. A survey will be filed showing its relationship to other monuments in the area.
The found stone lies approximately 30 feet from the iron rod that was set by another surveyor.

Original survey stone with marking “XVI”

This article was written from an experience by Corey Woodruff and John Hoshall in our Forest Grove office. Corey and John have
been searching for original monuments together for over 20 years and have learned the art from their co-workers and mentors, Ron
Stuntzner and Tom Hoshall.

Groundwater Use Recording Fee
Under Oregon law, all water is publicly owned. With some exceptions, cities, farmers, factory owners and other users must obtain a permit or water right from the
Water Resources Department to use water from any source— whether it is underground, or from lakes or streams. Landowners with water flowing past, though, or
under their property do not automatically have the right to use that water without a permit from the Department.
New wells constructed in the State of Oregon that do not require a Water Right are subject to a one-time recording fee of $300 (For a list of these exemptions see
ORS 537.545). This is separate from fees paid to the licensed water well constructor. Landowners are also required to submit a map showing the well location on the
tax lot.
When the Department is notified by the well constructor that new construction will begin, the following will occur:
•
•
•

•

WRD will send a postcard with information regarding the fee, along with a Water Well Owner’s Handbook, to the landowner mailing address provided by
the constructor.
Within thirty days of completion of the well, the well constructor will submit a well report describing how the well was built.
Once WRD receives the well report, a copy of a map of the property along with an invoice for $300 will be sent to the mailing address shown on the well
report. Landowners can mark the location of the well on the map and return it to the Department, or they create the map online, using the Groundwater Use
Recording Map Tool.
When the map and fee are received by WRD, we will complete the recording process and make your map available for viewing online, along with your well
report.

From Oregon Water Resources Department website (www.oregon.gov/OWRD/)

Log Market Report
The lumber and panel prices climbed dramatically during the first half of 2018 then lost about 40% of their value in the next six months. Log prices continued at
the first half 2018 high levels for several months after lumber and panel prices peaked. High log prices were the result of low log inventories, high first half lumber
and panel prices and a shortage of logging and trucking contractors. But by August, log buyers began adjusting for high priced logs and high log inventories by
pulling out of the market. The fourth quarter of 2018 found log sellers with few buyers and those were paying low prices. The log price and demand outlook has
begun to improve so far in 2019.
Veneer mills have held better prices than the dimension lumber mills through this downturn. According to a peeler mill log buyer, the higher grades of veneer
products have held their value much better than other lumber products and therefore they have been focusing on higher quality logs to run through the mill.
The Log Lines January issue reports a Douglas-fir 2M from Southern Oregon/Willamette Valley at $614/mbf compared to $863/mbf a year ago. They show a 2M
hemlock for the same period at $493/mbf, compared to $647 a year ago. They report a red cedar log price at $1,048, down from $1,522 a year ago and a 2M red
alder is $850/mbf up from a year ago at $793/mbf. China log exports from Coos Bay are currently at $515/mbf for 8”+DF and hemlock.

Weyerhaeuser is exporting logs to Japan from Coos Bay. Of the two China log export companies operating in Coos Bay, only one is actively purchasing logs. The
USA-China tariff battle has resulted in substantial price decreases for logs purchased by China. If there is a China-USA agreement before the March 1 deadline to
increase tariffs, log prices may improve. But if there are increased tariffs, things might get worse. The Longview export market is actively buying Japan Douglas-fir
logs but have been able to lower prices to follow the domestic log market. There was a recent closure of a mill in Japan which reportedly used around 50 MMbf of
logs per year. However, the demand from Japan for Douglas-fir logs is still very stable.
Figure 1 is a graph of Douglas-fir 2 mill log prices between 2000 and 2019. Inflationary impacts have been factored out using a Consumer Price Index adjustment
to convert historical prices to a 2019-dollar equivalent. As can be seen in this graph, prices at the beginning of the period were just coming off the 1990’s spotted
owl influenced prices. Typical fluctuations in the markets can be seen through most of the last 19 years with the exception of the 2008 recession period where
prices dropped dramatically. Figure 1 shows the extreme drop in log prices during the second half of 2018. Current prices are well below the long-term trend
average for Douglas-fir.
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Random Lengths reports a year ago from February 8, 2019, their Framing Lumber Composite down $122 at $370 (-25%), Green DF 2x4’s down $280 at $300 (-48%) and K-D Coast
Hem-fir down $150 at $395 (-28%). They report the Structural Panel Composite is down $137 at $375 (-27%) and ½” western sheathing down $162 at $378 (-30%) for the same
period.
Housing starts for November, 2018 were at a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 1,256,000, up 3.2% from October, 2017. More current housing data is unavailable due to the Federal
Government shut down. Source: US Dept. of Housing and Urban Development
The National Association of Home Builders Association (NAHB) and Wells Fargo produces a Housing Market Index (HMI), which measures builder perceptions in current home
sales, expectations for the next six months and rating of prospective buyer traffic. The January HMI is 58. An HMI of less than 50 means more builders feel sales conditions are
poor than good. The HMI of 58 is down from a high of 72 a year ago.
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Cliff Barnhart, Forester
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Rudy Reservoir – An Alternate Process Reservoir
Rudy Reservoir is located approximately 1.5 miles northwest of Gales
Creek, Oregon. The reservoir stores approximately 8.4 acre-feet of
water for the purpose of irrigation, aesthetics, fire prevention, recreation
and wildlife. The earthen dam is oval in shape (approximately 15’ tall,
460’ long, and 170’ wide). The reservoir is filled by a combination of
both runoff from precipitation and pumping from a nearby creek (Ihler
Creek).
When Stuntzner first started working with the owner of the 38 acres of
land, all that existed on the property was a barn, a small strip of
harvestable timber, and clover fields. As of the date of this article, the
owner has constructed a gravel access road, harvested some of the
timber, and constructed Rudy Reservoir. The construction of Rudy
Reservoir is the first major milestone in transforming the property into
the owner’s master plan of an olive tree orchard. No olive trees have
been planted yet since the owner is in the process of installing an
irrigation system, but olives are soon to follow.
Construction of the reservoir took about a month and a half.
Construction commenced at the beginning of September and finished in
mid-October of 2018. Construction of the reservoir was completed by Pihl, Inc. Approximately 20,500 cubic yards of material was required to
construct the earthen dam. Pihl’s crew completed the job quickly and efficiently. The reservoir was constructed well. The earthwork looks great and
there has been minimal erosion even through the winter rains.
GEO Consultants Northwest, Inc. completed geological review and analysis of soils prior to and during construction. This became very important
because an ancient creek bed with gravel and fractured bedrock was encountered during excavation. Some of the fractured bedrock at the bottom of
the reservoir is a black, fractured slate. It rained when we first exposed this material to the open air and it became saturated by water, which caused it
to dissolve into a fine, sandy material with no strength. The fractured bedrock was a big problem, but GEO Consultants, Stuntzner, and Pihl were able
to seal the bottom of the reservoir with suitable native clay material. The bottom of the reservoir is currently storing water and showing no signs of
leakage.
The work that Stuntzner Engineering & Forestry performed for this project includes all the permitting, engineering plans & specifications, surveying &
construction staking, construction administration, and soil testing during construction.
Nick Blundon, PE, Stuntzner Engineering, Forest Grove

Answers below

Survey Reveals Fascinating History
While putting together notes for students on map reading and legal description writing with an emphasis on DLC recognition, James Kiser (of Oregon
State University) just happened to choose an area in Polk County (DLC 39 T10S R5W) that was surveyed by Jeffrey Kee (formerly of Stuntzner
Engineering) in 2017. That survey referenced a north line to the Fuller DLC 39 claim.
Out of interest, Mr. Kiser wanted to show students how to locate information on the DLC itself and came across the most fascinating history.
The DLC was claimed to Henry Fuller in approximately 1860. Henry was married to Malissa. They had a son named Wesley. All three moved to
Tombstone Arizona around 1880. Henry’s occupation was listed as “Gambler” and he was a participant in the shootout at the OK Corral and later
testified in court in the case against Doc Holliday.
Here is the information from the genealogical records as reported by James Kiser:
Wes Fuller died 1923 in Nogales, (Santa Cruz) Arizona (gambler). I did look for a posted obituary or other
information such as cemetery, etc., but his notoriety probably kept his family from advertising his death.
There "could" very possibly be a write-up in the local newspaper about him. It "might" indicate where he was
born, but probably be more to the notoriety than personal.
It appears that Wes Fuller's father was also "featured" in those events. He testified during an inquiry of the
events. The following is from the book, Doc Holliday, by John Myers Myers (double name is correct):

"That was not all the testimony which favoured Doc. A man named Fuller, usually called Old Man to
distinguish him from his son Wes, stated Doc had not returned to town late on the night of March 15, as
charged by the Nugget. He knew this to be a fact, because when he was heading towards Tombstone in the
wagon with which he hauled water for that city, Doc had caught up with him at about four in the afternoon of
the day in Question. Holliday had, moreover, hitched his horse at the tail of the water-wagon and climbed
into the seat with Fuller. Riding in this manner, they had reached Tombstone sometime after 6 p.m. The hour
was of some importance, as by the time the Benson state had left for the haul down the valley to Benson. Wes
Fuller was an apprentice gangster whose testimony was later used in an effort to hang Doc. His father might
have been expected to take the Clanton side, if any, but Old Man Fuller was not gaited that way."
Information from James Kiser’s email to Ron Stuntzner

PO Box 118
Coos Bay, OR 97420

Staff News at Stuntzner
In August, Bill Flatz and Nick Blundon from Stuntzner’s Forest Grove office took classes to earn their Certified Erosion Control and Sediment
Control Lead (CESCL) certification. CESCL training and certification is required in the state of Oregon by the Oregon Department of Environmental
Quality for personnel responsible for construction, storm water inspections and sampling at construction sites. This certificate is good for 3 years and
is renewable through a recertification class.
Bambi Brown joins the Coos Bay office staff. She attended the University of Phoenix and has an Associate degree in Health and Human Service and
began her Bachelor degree in Psychology. Bambi’s background is in sales in finance for the last 20 years which gave her the opportunity to expand her
knowledge in other areas and she’s loving it.
Bambi has three kids ages 26, 19, and 8 and three grandkids. She enjoys spending time with them, going to the beach and being with friends.
Alec Rosenthal passed his Professional Engineer Exam in October of 2018. Alec has been working in the Coos Bay office. Congratulations to Alec.

Spring is nearly here. Patience, it will be worth the wait!

